
 

 

 

Continued on page 2 

Alumni and Friends Newsletter 

SPRING 2018

 

1 
 

Gesu Catholic School 

17139 Oak Drive 

Detroit, Michigan 48221 

(313) 863-4677 

gesuschool.udmercy.edu 

 

Non-Profit Org 

US Postage PAID 

Detroit, Michigan 

Permit No. 153 

Mrs. Hoosang with Christopher and Mrs. Moorehead with Scot 
smile at Muffins with Mom.  PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 

The Sims family enjoys a Donut with Dad.  PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 

Ms. Schick and Ms. Guibord encourage the kindergarten students 
PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 

UAW-FORD GIVES GESU MATCHING GRANT TO FUND CAPITAL       

IMPROVEMENTS 

BY M.B. DILLON 

Boundless acts of generosity benefiting Gesu School 

culminated in a day of joy at Six and Livernois May 29. 

UAW-Ford National Programs Center strives to support 

the community.  In recognition of the way Gesu opens 

its doors to its neighbors in need of a meeting place, 

UAW-Ford has awarded grant money to the school in 

the past. It did so again, presenting Gesu with a 

$250,000 matching grant. Staff, special guests and   

students gathered to mark the occasion on a beautiful 

spring day. 

Ford Vice President Bill Dirksen, UAW-Ford Vice 

President Jimmy Settles, Gesu Regents Judge Terrence 

Berg, Rachel Brennan, and Emmett Moten, Gesu pastor 

Fr. Peter Etzel, S.J., associate pastor Fr. Phillip Cooke, 

S.J., former pastor Robert Scullin, Principal Christa 

Laurin, teachers, students, and staff met in Gesu’s     

recently-renovated community room for the                

celebration. Prior to the gathering, Gesu community 

outreach coordinator Anita Sevier led a tour of the 

school, pointing out recent capital projects and          

describing what is still needed. 

Seventh-grader Dana Odums and 6th-grader Adam 

Todd welcomed everyone, and thanked Ford and UAW-

Ford for employing and supporting several Gesu       

parents.  Dana and Adam highlighted the work of      

Gesu’s Solar Club, and showed their award-winning 

video about solarizing the school.  (See related story.) 

A clearly-impressed Bill Dirksen took the             

microphone.  “This has been great. Thank you very 

much for inviting us,” said the Ford vice president. 

“Your team here does such a great job.  We are           

fortunate to do just a little bit to help this effort along.” 

Dirksen offered students a bit of advice: “Work hard, 

study hard, listen to your teachers and parents, and you 

are all going to do really well,” he said.   

Noting the attentiveness of the young audience, 

Jimmy Settles said,  “I want to commend all of you on 

your behavior. I remember when I first came here.  I 

was just blown away by you and the dedication of this 

staff, and the commitment to make things as great as 

they are today.”  

Father Etzel was called to the stage and with words 

of gratitude, accepted UAW-Ford’s gift  -- a check for 

$250,000 to be used for capital improvements.         

Students presented beautifully-wrapped gifts to Dirksen 

and Settles -- Pewabic tiles commemorating Gesu’s 

90th anniversary. 

Led by Gesu Music Director Carl Clendenning,    

students sang a resounding rendition of “This Little 

. Ford Vice President Bill Dirksen and  UAW-Ford Vice President   
Jimmy Settles address the crowd while Dana Odums and Adam Todd 

officiate.  PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 
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Can you help us complete Gesu’s collection of class photos? 

We continue to gather Gesu graduation pictures, but are missing the following years:   

1926, 1928, 1930, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1937, 1939, 1945, 1949, 1955, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1990, 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1997 

Robert J. Colombo Jr. 

My brother William Patrick Colombo ’70 and my father 

Robert ‘41 and uncles John, William and Richard and 

aunt Joan all graduated from Gesu.   

Honorable Robert J. Colombo, Sr. ’41  

Died May 19, 2017 

John Hartigan ’44  

I thank God every day for being educated by the Jesuits 

and IHM Nuns at Gesu! 

Eileen Callanan Dunlop ’48 

I recently had lunch with my old classmates Carol 

O’Donnel, MaryAnne Meyer and Rose Marie Maher.  We 

remembered our wonderful years at Gesu grade school.  

James Foster ’51  

Keep up the good work! 

Richard Cunningham ’57 

I enjoyed the book on Gesu. It brings back many     

memories of growing up in Detroit. Walking home from 

school in September—going through all the car dealers 

looking at the new models.   

James Bridenstine ’59  

Hope to come and see the new Gesu School sometime 

soon.   

Dr. Charles Schewe ’60  
I am a semi-retired professor of marketing at University 

of Massachusetts in Amherst.  I teach a semester in 
Rome at John Cabot University in May-June.  Married 
50 years.  Lost a daughter 22 years ago while studying 
abroad on Semester at Sea.  www.saraswish.org  
JoAnn Sarafin Mooney ’61:  U of D grad ’69   

Former teacher, 2 children Tim and Kevin, our grand-

child Connor and husband Tom.  

Mary Grace Warner-Dunlop ’61 

I am an MD and Homeopathic Physician.  I practiced 

cardiology for 40 years and the last 10 I am practicing 

Integrative Medicine.  I go by Mary Grace Warner (MD, 

MD(H) CCH).  I still have my Michigan medical license.  

Anne Marie Offer ’70  

Just was honored for 27 years of community Media Pro-

duction in NYC Manhattan Neighborhood Network. 

“Something to Offer” Amoprod.com.   

Suzanne L. Tanguay ’77  

I hope this gift helps Gesu meet the matching gift goal 

for the UAW Ford Joint Program.  Very exciting to hear 

about improvements! 

Kevin Vanlowe ’81  

I am living in Maryland with my wife and two kids.  I am 

happy to see Gesu continuing to be a good place in     

Detroit. 

 

ALUMNI NOTES 

Frederick is grateful to his coaches for teaching him 

more about coding, “and how to think of my own ideas.”  

“The seniors make it fun, but at the same time, they 

make us do the work and figure out answers to our own 

problems,” Jennifer said.    

“Everyone who stuck with it the whole time really 

enjoyed it,” said Ian.  “It was fun because they were    

really into it. Gesu really has a lot going for it.  Unlike 

some other schools where robotics is required, Gesu 

allows students to choose robotics. “They work hard on 

what they are doing. They’re dedicated to the program,” 

Ian said. 

Ben was a bit hesitant in the fall. “I don’t know all 

that much about robotics; I’m more the business      

communications guy.  But by teaching the Gesu kids, I 

also taught myself. The kids are incredible to work 

with,” then said. “They were kind of shy at first -- now 

they are happy and get excited about the program.”   

Grayson agreed. “Those teams worked their tails off for 

us,” he said. 

UDJ teacher Todd Wilson coordinates the senior 

service program, which sends all seniors, every  

Wednesday morning, to schools, soup kitchens and 

health care facilities where they put into action UDJ’s 

motto: “Men for Others.”  “We love working with Gesu,” 

Todd said.  “When you walk into the elementary schools 

our guys are assigned to, you can usually tell right away 

what kind of energy there is, and how much active 

learning goes on. You feel the excitement when you go 

into Gesu. It’s definitely one of those schools. 

“We’re thrilled that Gesu is among the schools we 

can connect with,” Todd said. “Being so close in location 

and being part of the Gesu-UDM community, and   

sharing the same mission and philosophy is great.  Gesu 

is an extremely supportive, dynamic school. We feel 

lucky to be involved.”   

Light of Mine” to conclude the program.  

 Fr. Etzel said, “In my short time here, I’ve seen how 

deeply UAW-Ford cares for education and the City of 

Detroit.  Time and time again, I hear of their gifts to   

different schools.  We are blessed by that.”   

Principal Christa Laurin said it wasn’t difficult to 

raise matching funds.  “All we did was tell people it was 

out there -- UAW-Ford was willing to give us $250,000 

if we could raise the same amount.  People were         

extremely generous -- alumni, donors, and friends of 

Gesu.  That is why we are here today, able to continue 

with building renovations,” she said. 

“We will start with updating the 92-year-old       

electrical system in the building,” Sevier said. “That’s 

the number-one thing. Part of that will be installing  

solar energy panels. We’re also going to make             

improvements to our asphalt roof.” 

New drainage regulations soon to take effect will 

result in increased fees. “We’re reserving money in the 

budget for drainage,” said Sevier.  “We’re doing an    

engineering study to see where to get the biggest bang 

for our buck.  We’re looking to direct rainwater off the 

roof toward the front lawn, possibly installing a rain 

garden.  Plans are in development.” 

Sevier was pleased that within a year, funds were 

raised to match the grant. “When we put it out to    

alumni, people we never saw before came on board.  

People called Father and were very giving, saying, ’Put 

this toward the match,’” she said. 

Seventh-grader Allena Williams couldn’t be happier. 

“This means our school is going to get better,” she said. 

“It’s fun going to Gesu.  We learn a lot of new things.” 

Eighth-grader Kyle Thornton was all smiles, too. 

“Education here is really nice.  And we have good sport 

teams.  Gesu deserves it,” he said. 

(From L to R) Former Gesu pastor Fr. Robert Scullin, S.J., Regent Rachel Brennan, Gesu pastor Fr. Peter Etzel, S.J., Regent  Emmett Moten, Ford Vice 
President Bill Dirksen, and UAW-Ford Vice President Jimmy Settles enjoy the Gesu student presentation.  PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 

Photo History Book of Gesu Parish and School! 

BY PATRICIA MONTEMURRI 

Get them while they last!  Copies still available of the photo-rich book, “Detroit Gesu Catholic 

Church and School.”  Please order now at www.gesuschool.udmercy.edu to ensure proceeds 

benefit Gesu School. 

UAW-FORD GIVES GESU MATCHING GRANT CONT. 

http://www.saraswish.org
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Looking for instruments! 

Do you have a gently used trumpet, trombone,  
saxophone, clarinet, flute, or set of drums?   

Gesu’s music program can always use more instruments.  
Please contact the school to make a donation. 

ROBOTICS PARTNERSHIP FORGES NEW PATHS TO EXCELLENCE 

BY M.B. DILLON 

Wednesday mornings are special at Gesu. That’s 

when several University of Detroit Jesuit High School 

seniors travel to 17139 Oak Drive to explore the exciting 

world of robotics with 7th- and 8th-graders. 

“Our goal, in addition to teaching them robotics and 

teamwork, is to inspire a love of engineering in the next 

generation, and show them what you can do with       

engineering,” said UDJ senior Ian Wilson.  

“I enjoy my Wednesdays,” said UDJ senior Ben 

Godfrey.  “It’s my favorite day of the week. The Gesu 

kids are great, and it’s cool to see them grow.”    

 Ian and Ben coach 7th graders Dana Odums,    

Frederick Stanley and Jennifer Smith; as well as         

8th-graders Mariah Harper, Evan Todd, Ashleigh Smith 

and Jason Williams.  Gesu Dean of Students Keith    

Farrugia -- a graduate of UDJ and Loyola University -- 

oversees the program. 

UDJ’s Grayson Huldin coaches 7th-graders Xzavyer 

Lewis, Rehema Klueg, Blake Willis and Samaria     

Crawford; and 8th-graders Zoe Leaks, Xavier Moore, 

Allyson Coulter and Cullen Veasley.  

“It’s a blast,” said Grayson. “The kids seem to really 

enjoy it, and that’s all that matters.” 

“We started in September with basic robotics and a 

little bit of basic programming,” Ian said. “In early    

November, we sat them down and basically asked them 

to come up with a problem, and then to come up with a 

solution to that problem.  The idea is to build a robot 

that does a task.”  

The students’ hard work was rewarded in April at 

the Robofest regional competition sponsored by       

Lawrence Technological University and hosted by    

University of Detroit Jesuit High School and Academy. 

This year, Gesu robotics teams captured top spots.  

(More on that later.) 

“We all have different brains and can make       

something really big,” said 7th-grader Jennifer Smith, 

who along with Dana Odums and Frederick Stanley 

formed the Tech Giants and created the Rescue Robot. 

 “Our robot does service and helps by dropping off 

supplies,” Jennifer said.  “We thought of this idea when 

the hurricanes and floods in Florida and Texas          

happened and there was a lot of damage.” 

“People were stuck in their houses after the           

hurricanes,” Frederick said.  “We wanted to build a   

robot that would deliver packages so that people could 

get all the supplies to survive until they got help. Say 

someone is old and sick and can’t get out.  Our robot 

could drop boxes off at their house with food, clothes, 

toothbrushes and supplies they need until they get 

healthy,” he said.  

“The building (with Legos) part took a lot of time, 

especially the part about dropping the boxes,” said   

Jennifer. “The seniors helped us a lot, especially with 

learning how to code. That will be helpful later in life.” 

Mariah Harper, Evan Todd, Ashleigh Smith and  

Jason Williams designed and built a robot that takes 

trash from the garage to the curb. Xzavyer Lewis,      

Rehema Klueg, Blake Willis and Samaria Crawford 

formed the Awesome Mechanics. “Our robot was      

programmed to cut lawns and shovel snow at the same 

time,” said Rehema.  “It has a blade and a snow plow.”  

“I like building.  Rehema and I are both builders,” 

said Samaria. 

Xavier Moore, Allyson Coulter, Cullen Veasley and 

Zoe Leaks created a robot that can make a bed. 

Teams from five Detroit schools put their robots to 

the test April 9 at Robofest, where judges from LTU  

assessed their applications of science, engineering and 

math. Points were awarded based on project idea and 

originality; robot performance and design; teamwork 

and presentation skills. 

Gesu folks were all smiles as the Rescue Robot took 

first place; the trash robot captured second; and the 

snow plow/mowing robot placed third.  “It was close, 

especially because our robot dropped two packages at 

the same time,” said Jennifer. “It was such a relief to 

win and be in first place.” 

“It was awesome working with the U of D helpers,” 

said Dana.  “They have a lot of knowledge and taught us 

what to do.  We benefited from their leadership. We 

really appreciate it.  Without them, I don’t think we 

would be where we are right now.” 

Blake agreed. “It feels pretty good to win third place.  

Our presentation was pretty good, and our idea for a 

robot was even better.  We were well-prepared and 

ready to go.” 

Gesu Angel Fund 

Last year 34 students benefited from Gesu’s Angel Fund.  
We continue to have families who need support.  This is 
a restricted fund that only goes toward student scholar-
ships. Would you please consider sponsoring a student? 

GESU COMES TOGETHER TO SPREAD 100 YARDS OF WOOD CHIPS 

BY ANITA SEVIER 

Gesu Community Green was built in 2001 by the 

parish community.  It was expanded in 2002 and again 

in 2006.  The green not only serves as the school’s   

playground, but is open to the community and is a beau-

tiful asset to the neighborhood.   

On the evening of June 1st over 50 volunteers met 

to spread 100 yards of wood chips throughout the park.  

A generous donation was made to pay for the purchase 

of wood chips and installation of a new drinking      

fountain.  Please come by and enjoy the peacefulness of 

this space.  Thank you again to all who have donated to 

the park.  Your generosity makes a difference! 

Lauryn Prempeh and Isaiah Thebault fill their wheelbarrow  

with wood chips.  PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 

Gesu Community Green was built and is maintained by Gesu volunteers. 

  PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 

Proud members of the Robotics Team show their certificates and   

trophies.   Photo credit: Marybeth Dillon 
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Detroiters have asthma, and four of the 10 members of 

our Solar Club have asthma. “By adding solar power, we 

can hopefully reverse this trend,” said 8th grader Darius 

King. 

“If we can put a 20-kilowatt array on our roof, then 

we can prevent 24.6 metric tons of carbon dioxide from 

entering our atmosphere,” said Danny Doyle, 7th grader.  

“That’s like removing 5.2 cars off the road each year, or 

the equivalent of planting over 630 trees,” said Bethany 

Klueg, 6th grader. 

“Fossil fuels aren’t renewable, but solar energy is,” 

said Danny.   “It is not just good for the environment, it 

is also good for the school. Solar is an abundant source 

of energy.  Once installed, the energy is free. That means 

the money we save on electricity can be used to buy 

more and more supplies for our school,” added Danny. 

The Solar Club is looking ahead.  “If we had the 

funding, we could expand the number of solar panels to 

make a 100-kilowatt array which would cover half of our 

yearly needs,” said Seth. “To make this project happen, 

we need to evaluate the quality of the gym’s roof and 

decide what improvements would need to be made    

before installing solar panels,” said Adam Todd, 6th 

grader. 

Capturing third place and winning a cash prize feels 

good, said Dana Odums, Solar Club spokesperson.  

“This shows that if you put your mind to something, you 

can do it,” she said. 

Check out the Gesu Solar Club video, and see why 

energy experts anywhere would be hard-pressed to    

surpass the students’ work. Go to: 

www. Gesuschool.udmercy.edu    

and click on “Solar Video.”  The video ends with a plea 

from the students: “Our   Solar Club has taught us a lot 

about the benefits of solar energy for schools, communi-

ties and environments.  We are very excited to work on 

this project, and we hope to update our school’s old 

electrical system with solar  power.  Won’t you help   

Gesu School get solar energy?”  

Anyone wishing to contribute towards the solariza-

tion of Gesu may do so by sending a check to Gesu 

School.  Let us know that you want to support this solar 

project.    

The My Solar School Contest was a collaboration 

between the Ecology Center and the U.S. Green Building 

Council Detroit Region in partnership with Generation 

180; the Michigan Agency for Energy; EcoWorks; the 

U.S. Green Building Council West Region and the Great 

Lakes Renewable Energy Association. The contest was 

made possible in part by the Charles Stewart Mott 

Foundation.  

If the brainpower of Gesu’s Solar Club members 

could be measured in kilowatts, the total wattage would 

soar off the chart. 

The team of 10 recently assessed Gesu’s electrical 

needs, and proposed a way for the parish to cut costs by 

using solar energy.  Students created a video to present 

their findings, and entered the My Solar School Contest 

sponsored by the Ecology Center of Ann Arbor. The 

competition was started to inspire and support           

students, teachers and parents interested in pursuing 

solar electric installations at their schools. 

Gesu students came up with a plan to place a          

20-kilowatt solar array atop the gym roof, which would 

generate enough electricity to lower Gesu’s electric bill 

by 17 percent.  “Our Solar Club placed third in the     

contest, and won $500,” said Anita Sevier, Gesu’s     

community outreach coordinator. “Gesu was competing 

against schools from throughout Michigan, including 

high schools.”  

On May 29, Gesu hosted guests including Ford   Vice 

President Bill Dirksen and UAW-Ford Vice President 

Jimmy Settles for a special event (see related story.)  

The Solar Club showed its video and took questions 

from the student body. The young scientists were 

praised by Dirksen and Settles. “I want to                    

congratulate the Solar Club,” said Dirksen. “There were 

a lot of entries, and it’s obvious you put a lot of time and 

effort into this.  This will be great for your school and 

great for the environment.  I feel like there are future 

Ford employees right here in this room.”   

Settles complimented students and teachers on their 

achievements. “I want to thank the teachers of Gesu for 

the time you put into educating our future leaders,” he 

said. “Teachers are always underpaid and overworked, 

but there is a blessing for you somewhere.”         

 West Bloomfield High School took first place with 

its proposal to convert its science department from   

electrical to solar power. Runner-up was A2 STEAM at 

Northside, Ann Arbor.  Gesu tied for third along with 

Glen Lake Community School and West Side Academy 

of I.T. and Cyber Security in Detroit. Each winning team 

was recognized at the Michigan Earth Day Festival. The 

winners will continue to receive access to technical    

assistance, and be featured on the Ecology Center’s 

website. 

“We’re just so impressed by all the teams who        

committed to developing these solar projects for their 

schools and community,” said Dave Konkle, president of 

the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association,            

co-sponsor of the contest. “We hope other student 

teams around the state will follow their lead to solarize 

Michigan K-12 schools.” 

“The idea of solar power came to us as a way not 

only to help improve our school, but our community as 

well,” said Seth Kirk, 6th grader at Gesu.  “So we began 

research on why adding solar energy to the building 

would be a benefit,”. 

“One important reason is that solar energy reduces 

pollution,” said Rehema Klueg, 7th grader at Gesu.  “Due 

to the burning of fossil fuels, harmful gases are released 

into the air.  We discovered that air pollution is the third

-leading cause of asthma.  Twenty-seven percent of   

SOLAR CLUB SCORES BIG WIN FOR GESU  

BY M.B. DILLON 

Members of the Solar Club present their video during the UAW-Ford assembly.  (From L to R) Seth Kirk, Bethany Klueg, Drake Brown,  

Rehema Klueg, Dana Odums, Adam Todd, Darius King, Evan Todd, & Cullen Veasley.  PHOTO CREDIT: JENNIFER THEBAULT 

Gesu students learn from Dave as his crew installs solar panels on 

the gym roof.  Photo credit: Jennifer Thebault 

8th Grade Trip to 

Washington DC 

 
In February, 14 8th grade    

students explored our nation’s  

capital.  Walking 10 miles a day led 

to great adventures!  Among the 

sites visited were the White House, 

Lincoln Memorial (on Lincoln’s 

birthday), FDR, MLK, Jefferson 

Memorial, and many others.  A 

surprise highlight was meeting the 

Vice President while touring the 

capital!  


